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5/27/2015          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Clarification on Mascot Voting Procedures      LANCASTER, NY

An updated version of the student-generated procedures for the Lancaster mascot selection has been posted to our website 

at www.lancasterschools.org/mascot_vote. 

A miscommunication between the high school and district office yesterday led to Tuesday, June 2 being announced as 

the new vote date. While that is the correct date for William Street, Lancaster Middle School, and the elementary school 

representative votes, ballots will be cast at Lancaster High School on Wednesday, June 3. 

Students will be voting on their choice of one of seven professionally rendered images that were the top contenders among 

more than 120 student-drawn submissions. The professionally rendered images will be posted to our website for viewing on 

Monday, June 1. (See Community/New Mascot Selection section.)

Ballots from each of the elementary schools, William Street and middle school will be locked in the Student Union lockbox 

in a safe at Lancaster High School. Much like a safety deposit box, while the high school staff opens the safe, only students 

have keys to the extracurricular lockboxes. On Wednesday, those ballots will be scanned into Erie County Board of Election 

voting machines, the same ones being used by high school students to cast their ballots throughout the day. Voting will take 

place from 7am to 2:45pm in the high school cafeteria. Students will have an opportunity to vote before school, during a study 

hall, during their lunch, or after school. 

Members of the student organizational committee will oversee the process. High school students will scan their own ballots. 

“I think this will be another great learning experience for our students,” said Mark Skowron, coordinator of student affairs. 

“This process, which it is important to remember was developed by students, will empower their peers, grades 3 through 12, 

to share their voice through their vote. They will be using ballots and voting machines that they normally would not use until 

they were 18. This is just one example of the many experiences that our students have been able to grow from through this 

entire process.”
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As in district elections, the electronic machines will be opened and the results tabulated in real-time, using an Excel 

spreadsheet. Assuming a margin greater than 100 votes for the favored mascot, the results will be announced immediately 

following tabulation. If there is a margin of less than 100 votes between two or more designs, a run-off election will take place 

on Thursday, June 4. 

“We’re extremely proud of the students of Lancaster High School, who have not only managed this process, but 58 other 

activities and events throughout the school year,” said Principal Cesar Marchioli. Lancaster High School, which is believed 

to be the home of the nation’s first high school Leadership Academy, has served as an example to other schools across the 

country in student-centered organization. Students plan and execute everything from freshman orientation to running a school-

based branch of a credit union.

 “We’ve encountered a couple of bumps in the road because none of us have experienced this process before; but overall, 

we should be celebrating the work these students have done in such a short timeframe. Now, we’re just eager to finish this 

process out so the students can move on to traditional end of the year festivities like prom and graduation.”  
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Media who wish to film the elections or interview students on June 3 should contact Pat Burgio to arrange an appointment 

at 686-3214. Because of the confidential nature of the voting process, we would like to stagger media visits to the building 

throughout the day so that the media presence does not overshadow the election process for students.
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